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HOMELESS MAN’S VIRAL GOOD DEED 


A NEW STARTI, 
CROWDFUNDED 


Over $400,000 has been raised, but Johnny Bobbitt 
and the couple helping him know challenges lie ahead. 


" 


Johnny S. Bobbitt Jr., who gave his last $20 to help a motorist, is in a hotel until he can move into his house. To donors, 


philly®com 


THE GOP PLAN 


Tax changes 
could hit area 
home values 


If Congress limits deductions for 
mortgage interest and state and local 
taxes, Pa. and N.J. residents could pay. 


By Jonathan Tamari, 


6 It’s going to 


Sd e make it more 
STAFF ane expensive to live here. 


Usually, Tom Bracken 
said, he would do cart- 
wheels over a plan to cut 
corporate taxes. 

Instead, last week the 
president of the New Jer- 
sey Chamber of Com- 
merce blasted the Repub- 
lican tax plan now near- 
ing the finish line, saying 
it would harm property 
values in the Garden 
State and discourage 
quality workers from 
moving there. 

“Its going to make it 
more expensive to live 
here,” Bracken said on a 
media call. 

He and other critics, in- 
cluding the New Jersey 
Business and Industry As- 


Tom Bracken, N.J. 
Chamber of Commerce 
president, on limiting 
the mortgage and state 
and local tax deduction 


sociation — which also 
said the plan “will nega- 
tively impact property 
values” — worry about 
the plan’s ripple effects 
on housing due to pro- 
posed limitations on valu- 
able deductions for mort- 
gage interest and state 
and local taxes. Those 
changes, critics argue, 
could also squeeze local 
governments that rely on 
local taxes to fund 
schools and services. 
“New Jersey’s going to 
See TAXES on A19 


ALABAMA SENATE RACE 


he wrote on Instagram: “lIl continue to thank you every single day for the rest of my life.” DAVID SWANSON / Staff Photographer D 0 t Jo S 
By Barbara Boyer 1 will his generosity went viral, bringing 
STAFF WRITER never in 14,300 donations totaling more 


ohnny S. Bobbitt Jr. now has 
a future that didn’t seem 
possible only a month ago. 

The homeless, recovering 
drug addict was panhan- 


than $400,000. 

The 34-year-old North Carolina na- 
tive now has a South Jersey home, a 
cellphone, a computer, and a used 
pickup truck, McClure said. 


launches a blitz 


His rival, GOP nominee 


ever regret that 
period of being 
homeless on the 


streets. That He reaches out to 


dling for meals and sleeping under “Three weeks ago ... I was home- x š Roy Moore, by contrast, 
an I-95 bridge in Philadelphia when ett ae less on the streets of Philadelphia,” African American completed his fourth con- 
he spent his last $20 to rescue a really € ange said the Marine veteran during a party base ahead of secutive day without a 
woman stranded nearby when her My life. It’s lengthy interview at a local hotel $ è public campaign appear- 
car ran out of gas. going to change where he remains until he can Tuesday’s election. ance. Moore, a former 
The thankful motorist, Kate Mc- everything from move into his house. “I really didn’t state Supreme Court 
Clure, 27, and her boyfriend, Mark here on out. have any hope, didn’t know what By Daniel Teehan chief justice, has sched- 
D’Amico, 38, set up a GoFundMe my future was.” and Michael Scherer uled only two events in 
See NEW START on A16 WASHINGTON POST the final week before 


account for Bobbitt, and the story of 
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Former 
workers say 


PPA under 
examination. 
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TEEN GUN VIOLENCE 


How yesterday's muggings 
became today’s murders 


Easy availability of guns has 
turned what once was “petty 
crime” into something deadly. 


By Joseph A. Slobodzian 
STAFF WRITER 

In a Philadelphia courtroom Sept. 19, 
Theresa Stuhlman faced down one of 
her husband’s three killers. 

“It is so very hard to believe,” she 
said at the sentencing hearing, “that the 
three individuals that are responsible 
for Jim’s death were 14 and 15 years old 
at the time, which is the same age as 
my daughter is now.” 

James Stuhlman, 51, a businessman, 
husband, and father, had been out walk- 
ing his dog in Overbrook Park on the 
night of March 12, 2015, when the three 
teens accosted him, roughed him up, 
and took his money. 

Once, this would have been a mug- 
ging, an unfortunate reality of urban 
living. Instead, it was a murder. 

The difference was a gun — wielded 
by a 15-year-old who got it from a 
14-year-old. 

As the national gun-control debate 
continues apace, the reality on the 
streets of Philadelphia and other cities 


— 
Ce | 


Guilty: Brandon Smith, left, and shooter 
Tyfine Hamilton were 15 at the time of a 
killing. The gun came from a 14-year-old. 


6 A 14-year-old with a firearm 
. ’d be more afraid of that 

than a 30-year-old or 

a 35-year-old with a gun. 


Deputy District Attorney Angel L. Flores, 
who heads the Juvenile Division 


is that easy access to firearms has trans- 
formed what once was called “petty 
crime.” 

Muggings become murders, and 
teens too young to drive get sentences 


from 30 years to life; arguments among 
See TEENS AND GUNS on A18 
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SELMA, Ala. — With lib- 
eral star power, hustle 
and a multimillion-dollar 
spending advantage, 
Democrat Doug Jones 
launched a closing blitz 
in the U.S. Senate race in 
Alabama on Saturday, 
aiming to turn out the Af- 
rican American voters 
who make up the bulk of 
the state’s Democratic 
base. 


Take 
charge 


Tuesday’s election. Both 
are rallies with former 
White House strategist 
Stephen Bannon. 

Jones staged his first 
appearance of the day 
with African American 
leaders in Selma, at the 
church where the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. began the 1965 civil 
rights march across the 

See ALABAMA on A17 


With health insurance 


that may be 


more affordable 


than you think 


Sign up by December 15 at ibx4you.com 
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